NEWS RELEASE

Date: tbc

NEW LEAGUE TABLES REVEAL SURPRISING TREND IN THE CORPORATE SERVICES INDUSTRY

AP Information Services, the UK’s leading specialist provider of highly accurate business contact information, has discovered during the course of putting together Crawford’s Directory of City Connections 2006, that corporate advisers to the UK’s main market do not advise those companies listed on AIM.

Crawford’s Directory of City Connections has traditionally contained league tables for stockbrokers, financial PR companies and financial advisers showing where they rank in terms of the amount of clients they hold within the corporate sector. However this year for the first time the league tables in Crawford’s have been split to illustrate which of these firms has the most clients from AIM listed companies and which has the most quoted clients from the main market. The results arising from this new way of generating the league tables are very interesting. 

For example Seymour Pierce are the number 1 financial adviser to AIM companies but do not even make the top 15 when it comes to quoted companies. Similarly UBS are the number 2 ranked stockbrokers to quoted companies but do not appear in the top 15 stockbrokers advising AIM companies. In fact only six companies appearing in the top 15 for stockbrokers also appear in the top 15 stockbrokers for AIM companies. Possibly even more interestingly, the top 6 stockbrokers for quoted companies don’t make the AIM league table at all! 

This raises the question as to why? Are the top corporate advisers sitting back on their laurels and missing out on the opportunity of key new business from the mass ranks of newly listed AIM companies? More importantly will firms such as KBC Peel Hunt Ltd who currently top the ranks of AIM stockbrokers be able to gain new clients on the LSE – from those companies currently retained by the likes of UBS, JPMorgan Cazenove and Investec? For an insight into these essential findings see the graphs below.

Crawford’s Directory of City Connections 2006, which launches this month (March), is now in its 28th edition, and 33 years old.  Crawford’s is a leading corporate guide providing contact information on senior executives at 4,600 major UK quoted and unquoted companies and overseas companies listed on the London Stock Exchange, as well as providing information on the relationships between these companies and 1,500 of their professional corporate advisers.  

The professional advisers to the corporate sector, which Crawford’s lists include: stockbrokers, financial advisers, auditors, solicitors, insurance advisers, financial PR consultants, registrars, bankers, substantial shareholders, investment trust managers, unit trust & OEIC fund managers, pension fund advisers and consultants.

Crawford’s is particularly important when researching and identifying key corporate directors and decision-makers; and looking at the largest UK companies, and their relationships with their key corporate advisers. Crawford’s Directory of City Connections provides an essential insight into who’s who in the City.

The information within this directory can also be accessed via a subscription based website: www.crawfordsonline.co.uk.  This route provides an alternative method to access this in-depth corporate information.

Debbie Robel, Editorial Manager (Finance) at AP Information Services, said:  

“It’s surprising that there’s such a drastic difference between those companies who supply corporate services to companies listed on the main market, when compare to those serving AIM companies. The reasons as to why? The debate starts here.

“These league tables are handily located in Crawford’s Directory of City Connections which has been the leading, trustworthy guide to the UK’s and overseas corporate sector, and advisers to this sector, for over three decades.  

Crawford’s Directory of City Connections 2006 costs £365 + p&p

A 12-month subscription to www.crawfordsonline costs £440.

A special price is available when you subscribe to both the print directory and the website – £500.

Contact: Philip Lowther, on 020 8349 9988 or philip@apinfo.co.uk
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About AP Information Services

AP Information Services is the UK’s leading specialist provider of highly accurate in-depth business contact information, with a database of over 150,000 named business professionals specialising in marketing, HR, design, IT, training, pensions and corporate finance from the UK’s largest 20,000 organisations.  
AP Information Services also provides the widest range of in-depth information on the leading suppliers of products and services to these sectors.  
For almost 30 years, AP Information Services has published a range of award-winning annual directories.  These include: The Marketing Manager’s Yearbook, The Design Buyer’s Yearbook, The Personnel Manager’s Yearbook, The Training Manager’s Yearbook, Crawford’s Directory of City Connections, Pension Funds and their Advisers and International Pension Funds and their Advisers. 

AP Information Services is committed to providing the highest quality and most accurate business mailing lists in the marketplace.  They are so confident of their accuracy that they guarantee to refund 3 times the cost of each goneaway.  In addition AP Information Services have no minimum order value for those who purchase their data.

AP Information Services’ data and also contract publishing expertise has meant that Dun & Bradstreet (D&D) have appointed them to produce all their UK directories.  These include: Who Owns Whom, Key British Enterprises and D&B Business Registers.

www.apinfo.co.uk 

