- PRESS RELEASE -


Pension funds worldwide have a massive $11 trillion of invested assets in their safekeeping, but these funds and those running them are no longer anonymous, thanks to International Pension Funds and their Advisors.

The 6000 people collectively responsible for safeguarding and investing these assets are detailed in the newly published 2004 edition of the International Pension Funds and their Advisors - usually referred to as the ‘Red Book’.

This fifth edition of the annual directory runs to 1248 pages and details the major pension funds in the occupational, industry-wide and public sectors in 50 marketplaces around the globe as well as those companies that the institutional sector relies upon for the provision of essential services - the only publication to include these details in one source.

In addition to key personnel, the information provided on the 3,000 pension funds covered in 50 different countries includes asset size, asset allocation and details of their current service providers such as asset managers, custodians and consultants, where available.

The 2004 Red Book lists 2,850 advisor companies, including consultants, asset managers, global custodians, life insurance companies, accountants and auditors, legal advisors and trustee companies.

This combination of buy and sell-side information makes International Pension Funds and their Advisors the prime source of information for those involved in the world of international pensions in any way. For many markets it is the only easily accessible source as to who is who in the local industry.

An easy to use introduction to each of the pension marketplaces has been prepared by professionals active in the area. These profiles will be of interest to those familiar with a particular market as well as the uninitiated as they outline the structure and size of each market, as well as providing up to date analysis of current and potential developments in each.

Along with evidence of incipient signs of vigor making a comeback to pension funds balance sheets the editorial features include a look at the potential role to be played by alternatives in pension fund portfolios in the light of the recent bear market that has led many pension funds to review their investment strategy. The implications for employers running pension funds for their employees of EU pension initiatives are addressed, while the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development’s pivotal role in developing retirement systems in central and Eastern Europe is also highlighted. 

International Pension Funds and their Advisors is published by Aspire Publications; a joint venture between IPE International Publishers Ltd. - publishers of Investment and Pensions Europe Magazine, and AP Information Services Ltd., the business directory publishers whose UK ‘Blue Book’ - Pension Funds and their Advisers - has been an industry bible for the last twenty seven years. 

International Pension Funds and their Advisors is available to purchase from Aspire Publications Ltd. for £375 (€565) plus postage & packing.

For further details please contact Derek Kelly, Project Editor Tel: +44 (0)20-8349 9988. Email: derek@apinfo.co.uk
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